United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/502.024 



FILING DATE 



12/22/2005 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



Rudiger Briesewitz 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



52203 7590 11/23/2009 

CONTINENTAL TEVES, INC. 
ONE CONTINENTAL DRIVE 
AUBURN HILLLS, MI 48326-1581 



RASHID, MAHBUBUR 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/562,024 


Applicant(s) 

BRIESEWITZ ET AL. 


Examiner 

MAHBUBUR RASHID 


Art Unit 

3657 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/23/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-1 1 are canceled. 
Claims 15-20 are withdrawn. 
Claim 12 is amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re-claim 12, it is not clear how does the seal (4) contact the enlarged diameter of 
the housing bore when the enlarged diameter of the housing bore is located on the top 
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of the third bore step (3) and the seal itself is located on the first bore step (1 ) as shown 
in fig. 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 12-14 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Starr et al. (US 6,203,1 17 B1 ) in view of Sorensen (US 5,741 ,049). 

Regarding claims 12-14 and 21-23, Starr discloses a piston-type accumulator 
(fig. 3), comprising: 

a housing (19) that includes a stepped housing bore (fig. 3; please note the 
stepped bore above 107, the stepped bore 105, the stepped bore below 105 near the 
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end of the cap 130 and the bore 102 and 106),the stepped housing bore having an 
enlarged diameter (105) at an end that is closed by a cover (130); 
a seal (134 and 124); 

wherein an outer rim of the cover (132) also fits within the enlarged diameter and 
is secured in position by plastically deforming the housing (107) such that it folds over a 
periphery of the cover (see fig. 3); and 

an axially movable piston (104) disposed in the bore (fig. 3). 

Starr discloses all claimed elements as set forth above including a seal that 
simultaneously contacts the piston and the cover, but it does not simultaneously 
contacts the enlarged diameter of the housing bore as claimed. However, Sorensen 
discloses a similar system (fig. 7) having an end of a cover (349) that contacts the seal 
(343), the piston (329 and 339) and the housing bore (fig. 7) as claimed. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
make the seal of Starr contacts the cover, the piston and the bore as taught by 
Sorensen because such arrangement will allow an easy access to the seal just by 
removing the cover without destroying the housing if the seal need to be replaced and 
further it will replace the extra seal and the ring of Starr thus making the system more 
efficient and user friendly. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12-14 and 21-23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MAHBUBUR RASHID whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7218. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Siconolfi can be reached on (571) 272-7124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bradley T King/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3657 

/M. RJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3657 



